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1. PURPOSE. 
This text was originally published 
for use in courses at The Ordnance 
School.  Today, some sixty years 
later much of this information is 
style very useful.  The beginner will 
find it helpful in trouble shooting the 
WW2 vehicle and even the experi-
enced mechanic might learn a thing 
or three!  
 
If you think about the scope of the 
war, it is hard to come to terms in 
sheer numbers.  Have you every 
wondered why your 2 1/2-ton GMC 
truck is still here today?  Could it be 
because there were some many of 
them?  According to government 
records there were eleven types of 
2 1/2-ton, 6x6 trucks.  There were 
676,433 purchased from July 1, 
1940 through December 31, 1945.  
The same holds true for the various 

categories of vehicles.  In the light 
truck category there were 634,569 
jeeps; 12,774 amphibious jeeps; 
and 248,634 3/4, 4x4 (6 types) 
trucks. 
 
To put this in perspective, let�s look 
at some other �items� that were pro-
cured during the war: 
1/4-ton, trailers�143,371 
Rifles, Garand .30 cal�4,014,731 
Carbine, .30 cal�6,117,827 
Helmets, M1�22,756,000 
.30 cal cart. �25,065,834,000 rds 
.45 cal cart.�4,072,000,000 rds 
Cotton, Khaki shirts�72,869,000 
Cotton, Khaki pants�71,125,000 
 
What has any of this to do with 
trouble shooting WW2 vehicles?  
Well, nothing really but I�m trying to 
impress upon you how it is that you 
still have a vehicle to work on...or 
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Figure 32.  Construction of sealed-beam units 
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Figure 33.  A screen or wall can be used to adjust the aim of headlights 


