
June 1, 1944.

Much has already been written
about the history leading up to the crea-
tion of the World War 2 jeep.  I recom-
mend that the reader obtain All Ameri-
can Wonder, Vol 1 and Vol 2 by Ray
Cowdery for a good historical perspec-
tive as well as an excellent resource for
restoring your jeep.

Another book, written by Herbert
R. Rifkind, The Jeep Its Develop-
ment and Procurement Under the
Quartermaster Corps, 1940 1942
should be of interest to the dedicated
student of jeep.  What is neat about this
book is that it was written when the infor-
mation was fresh, 1943 (a short update
or note was added in 1946).   Steps
leading to the jeeps developments as
well as information about contracting
and negotiation procedures are covered.
There is also a discussion of the name
jeep, what it means and how it became
associated with the 1/4 ton vehicle.

Sometimes I am asked how I got
started with the jeep.  I really don t know
it just sort of happened.  In fact, when I
was looking for an off-road vehicle, I
hadn t really considered the jeep.

Back in 1979, I was in the Air
Force stationed at Tyndall AFB near
Panama City, Florida.  I wanted some-
thing fun to drive.  So I started looking
for a Volkwagen Thing which to my un-
trained eye look a lot like the WW2 Ku-
belwagen used by the Germans during
that war.   Well, all the examples I could
find were just too expensive.

So I kept studying the want ads
and eventually found what was de-
scribed as a 1952 Willys Army Jeep.  It
turned out to be a M38A1 that had had
the body replaced with a fiberglass ver-

sion.  The gas tank was where the rear
seat should have been.  But I fell in love
with that jeep.  I drove it every where for
the next year.

In 1980, I was going to college to
earn a degree so that I could  come back
into the Air Force and try the officer
road.  I felt I no longer needed the jeep
and sold it; boy that was a mistake!
Three months hadn t gone by and I
missed that old girl.  Well, being in col-
lege I now had less money to play with
then I did when I was in the service so
my search for jeep had more restrictions.

Nothing was affordable until I
found a 1941 Willies   MB jeep for sale.
I have forgotten the name of the fellow I
bought the jeep because it was so long
ago.  But from the moment I first saw the
jeep I knew I would have to own it.
Many of you may have this affliction,
there is no known cure for it.  The only
thing that can ease your suffering is the
accumulation of an early jeep and the
purchase of miscellaneous parts to go
with it.

So I purchased the jeep for $750
and drove it home.  Ah, it was a glorious
drive of about twenty miles.  Upon arriv-

ing home it occurred to me then and only
then to check the oil.  Holy smokes (well,
no pun intended)!  It had nary a drop of
oil in it.  I drained the remainder and
filled her up.  But alas, it was either too
late or the reason there was no oil
quickly unfolded.  It smoked like the be-
jeezus, I still lived on base and one of
my  good  neighbors ( a security police-
man or SP ) came running over to find
out if I had set one of my vehicles on
fire strictly against regulations, you
know.

As it turned out I had other helpful
neighbors that helped me rebuild the en-
gine.  Unfortunately, that was to be a
sad part of the adventure as both they
and I didn t really know jeep engines at
that point.  I ended up having four en-
gines rebuilt over the next 8 years before
I decided that I would do as much of the
work as possibly myself  (but that is a
much later part of the story).

Anyway, we got the jeep engine
out of the old girl.  Dragged it into the
house.  There s just too much sand
blowing around to work on this outside.
Just in case you were thinking about it, I
have a very understanding wife.  Why
she even helped me operate the engine
crane to lift it into the house on to a little
skid.

After that came the transmission
and transfer case.  Turned out I had a T-
90A transmission.  This explained part of
the reason that my jeeps  crossmember
wouldn t bolt in the original holes but
would fit into some boogered holes
drilled into the frame.

Once the engine was in, I knew
that I needed a new body.  Why this Wil-
lys jeep had holes in all the regular ob-
scene places.  I wasn t a welder and all
the welders I knew made 10 times as
much as I did an hour.  Besides some

Figure 2.  The old jeep on the road for the first time with me and the wife.  Look
at the windscreen angle!  Remember this was before the Internet, much of my
work then was just a big guess as the TM was informative but left big gaps in
my knowledge.  No jeep neighbors nearby to help me over the rough spots.
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Figure 1.  My first jeep, a 1952 Willys
M38A1, complete with fiberglass body.
That s me and my dog, Russell.
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